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more truly His.1 That the Puritan was a man with
a mission he himself firmly believed, and the fact
has been often pointed out. Nor was this self-
conceit, but self-surrender and self-absorption, on his
part, into that Supreme Other Self who made him
and all mankind. With the cross lights of heaven
and history beating almost fiercely down upon the
humility of him and his home in the wild, was it
strange that an educated man, and a leader among
his people, should try to tell to posterity how
strangely and wonderfully God had dealt with His
chosen ? From this standpoint, at least, one is
forced to conclude that Sewall, as the writing of his
Diary proceeded, became aware that he was writing
for posterity.

The substance of this Preface has already furnished
the reasons why " Samuel Sewall and the World He
Lived in " is now submitted to the public. A word
or two as to its plan and purpose, and, indeed, as to
its right to task the overwearied eye of conscientious

i There is a very striking expression of this feeling in Sewall's speech in
Council after Lieutenant-Governor Duinmen had taken the oaths of office
Jan. 2,1723: " When the representatives were returned to their own chamber
I stood up and said, If your honor and this honorable board please to give
me leave, I would speak a word or two on this solemn occasion. Although
the unerring Providence of God has brought you to the chair of government
in a cloudy and tempestuous time; yet you have this for your encouragement
that the people you have to do with are a part of the Israel of God, and you
may expect to have of the prudence and patience of Moses communicated to
you for your conduct. It is evident that our almighty Savior counselled
the first planters to remove hither and settle here; and they dutifully followed
his advice; and therefore He will never leave nor forsake them nor theirs j so
that your honor must needs be happy in sincerely seeking their interest and
welfare; which your birth and education will incline you to do. Diffidlia
quae fulchra. I promise myself that they that sit at this board, will yield
their faithful advice to your honor according to the duty of their place."